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Presenting the Gospel
Acts 10:24-48

Introduction: 
I. The Meeting Called – 10:24-33
Caesarea was a Roman city, built to rule over the whole region. Devout Jews wanted nothing to do with it. They would not even enter the city, much less go into a home and eat.

A. The Gathering – 10:24
“And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends.”
These Gentiles were not sure what to expect, except that the angel had told Cornelius to send for Peter, a prominent Jew of the Christian faith. 
B. The Greeting – 10:25-27

1. Peter was Worshiped – 10:25-26
“As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. ﻿But Peter lifted him up, saying, ﻿﻿“Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 

Cornelius had family and friends assembled. He knew the approximate time they would arrive. Cornelius fell at his feet and worshipped. Peter said, “I am just a man” He would not allow them to worship him. Later, Paul and Barnabas would not allow that either. 14:15.
Well, maybe an angel would allow himself to be worshiped. In Rev. 19:10 an angel would not allow that either.

Herod allowed it and was eaten with worms. Acts 12:22-23

One other man was worshipped as God and allowed it, He didn’t die. Why? It was Jesus and He was God.

2. Peter was Welcomed – 10:27

“And as he talked with him, he went in and found many who had come together.”
What a thrill! He was going to meet one man and finds many people who want to hear.
C. the Guidance – 10:28-33
1. Peter’s National Intolerance – 10:28-29
“Then he said to them, “You know how ﻿﻿unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But ﻿﻿God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean. ﻿Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?” 

Peter knew what he had been taught, both from the Scriptures and from the rabbis, who had gone farther than the Scriptures.
But, he had learned a lesson on the rooftop. Gentiles are no longer unclean. God has cleansed them by the work of Christ on the cross. He has more to learn, but that much will do for now.
2. Cornelius’ Natural Ignorance – 10:30-33
a. His Devotion – 10:30a
“So Cornelius said, ﻿﻿“Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house,”
As Gentiles, we should be thankful that Cornelius was fasting and praying instead of feasting and playing as the other Roman soldiers were doing.
By his fasting and praying the door to the Gentiles will be opened. 
Peter will open the door and

Paul will bring in thousands 



Who will then lead in millions




And we will be among them. 
Then TLBC will have an emphasis on soul-winning and many more will be saved.
And the beat goes on until the last one is saved and the Lord says, “That’s enough. Come up here”
b. His Confirmation – 10:30b-32
“and behold, ﻿﻿a man stood before me ﻿﻿in bright clothing, ﻿and said, ‘Cornelius, ﻿﻿your prayer has been heard, and ﻿﻿your ﻿﻿alms are remembered in the sight of God. Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. ﻿﻿When he comes, he will speak to you.’ 

Neither of them knew all the details of the other’s experiences. Also, Luke wants to remind the reader of the details which brought about this meeting.

The “man in bright clothing” is also called “an angel” 10:3 and 10:22. He (the angel) had seen these events and had seen Jesus return to heaven and take His seat on the right hand of the Father. He could site those events as proof of the completion of the Son’s mission. If you ask him why he did not, He would probably say, “Not my job!”

c. His expectation – 10:33
“So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.” 

What an audience! We are ready to hear! Bet nobody fell asleep in that service.

II. The Message Was Conveyed – 10:34-43

A. What Peter Saw – 10:34-35
“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ﻿﻿“In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. ﻿But ﻿﻿in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is ﻿﻿accepted by Him.”
1. God Shows No Partiality Among Men.
Partiality = προσωπολήμπτης – God does not receive the face (of any man).
Peter knew that God had made a covenant with Israel through Abraham. In it God had made some unconditional promises to the nation of Israel. God will yet fulfill those promises to the nation.
Yet the individual Jew, like any other Jew, needs a personal relationship with God.
Peter suddenly saw that a 
“righteous, God-fearing Gentile 
was just as acceptable to God as 
a righteous, God-fearing Jew. 
There was no difference.
2. God does Receive Men [of all nations] who: “Fear Him” and “Work Righteousness”
Note: this sounds like Cornelius – (Acts 10:2) ﻿﻿a devout man and one who ﻿﻿feared God with all his household, who gave ﻿﻿alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. 
This does not earn him eternal salvation, but it does merit more revelation from God.
That’s why Peter is in his house right now.
B. What Peter Said – 10:36-40
1. He Talked about the Living Word – 10:36-38

a. The Point of the Message – 10:36
“The word which God sent to the ﻿﻿children of Israel, ﻿﻿preaching peace through Jesus Christ— ﻿﻿He is Lord of all—“
For 1500 years God had sent his Word to the nation Israel. Peter is there because of the word which God sent to Israel most recently. Now Israel is charged with sending that message of peace to all nations. 
b. The Preaching of the Message – 10:37
“that word you know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and ﻿﻿began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached.”
Since they are living in Palestine, he assumes that they know of the ministry of Jesus.
c. The Proof of the Message – 10:38
“how ﻿﻿God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who ﻿﻿went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, ﻿﻿for God was with Him.”
Jesus’ miracles were given as proof of his Messiahship, not as proof of His deity, and not just to make people well. [See “Person of Christ” seminar, page 26. CD-MP3, DVD – and [VHS format–free]–see bookstore. NBC – National Bible College website: nbcbible.org]
2. He Talked about the Living Witnesses – 10:39-42
a. The Reality of Christ – 10:39a
“And we are ﻿﻿witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem,”
“We” refers mainly to the apostles of Christ and Peter their representative.
Peter knew that:

· Jesus had turned water into wine. - He drank some
· Jesus had walked on the water-He walked with Him.
· Jesus raised Jarius’ daughter – He was there.
· Jesus healed lepers, cast out demons-Peter saw.

· Jesus was transfigured – Peter was there.

It was all true. We are witnesses. If it were not true, there were many people who were still living who could rise up and say so. No, it takes some modern, liberal, theologian to dispute what the eyewitnesses had sworn to be the truth.







b. The Rejection of Christ – 10:39b
“whom ﻿﻿they ﻿﻿killed by hanging on a tree.”

By saying “they,” Peter is indicting the Jews. But the Romans were involved also.

How did the Jews kill Stephen? Stoning! That’s the Jewish way. The Jews did not crucify; the Romans did. So, by bringing in the “hanging on a tree” Peter is bringing in the Gentiles for their share of the blame.
Hadn’t Pontius Pilate signed the death warrant, even after saying, again and again, “I find no fault in Him.” However, Peter put the weight of the blame on the Jews.
c. The Resurrection of Christ – 10:40-42
1) The Chosen Few – 10:40-41

“Him ﻿﻿God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, but to witnesses chosen before by God, even to us ﻿﻿who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.”
Paul lists some of the names of these witnesses in I Cor. 15. Then he says that there were over 500. “Who saw the risen Lord.” They were still living at that time giving witness to the resurrection. Then he humbly adds himself as one born “out of due season”  
Peter adds “even to us who ate and drank with Him. He was no phantom; he was a living, tangible, audible, visible man.      
2) The challenging fact – 10:42
“And ﻿﻿He commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify ﻿﻿that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge ﻿﻿of the living and the dead.”
This same Jesus, Who was crucified by you and the Jews, will be the One Who will be your Judge when He returns.
The first time He came as Savior of the world - The Lamb of God
The second time He will come as the Judge of the World - Lion of the tribe of Judah.
No wonder men seek to discredit Him. If they accept Him and His claims, they are responsible to Him and will face Him as their Judge.
3. He Talked about the Living Way - 10.43

﻿
“To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, ﻿﻿whoever believes in Him will receive ﻿﻿remission ﻿﻿of sins.”

Positional forgiveness Col. 3:13 is forgiveness of all sins.

Fellowship forgiveness I Jn.1:9 is forgiveness of past sins.

We have already seen (Acts 2: 38) and will see again (Acts 22:16) that Palestinian Jews did not start their new life with fellowship forgiveness. They were not in fellowship with God at the start. They needed to repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of sin.
But, Gentiles then, and all men now, receive positional and fellowship forgiveness of sin when they believe. They begin their new life in fellowship with God.

III. The Mystery Was Consummated in Cornelius and Peter – 10:44-48
A. The Outpoured Spirit – 10:44

“While Peter was still speaking these words, ﻿﻿the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.”
Though it is not stated, they believed. The Holy Spirit would not fall on unbelievers.
The order of these events was:

   Believing in Christ, 

Receiving the Holy Spirit, 

Speaking in tongues, and 

Being baptized in water. 

B. The Outward Sign – 10:45-47
1. The Surprise of the Holy Spirit – 10:45
“And ﻿﻿those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, ﻿﻿because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also.”
They of the circumcision = the Jews were astonished that God gave the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles. Jew/Gentile equality in the church would take a while to settle into their thinking and doing. How did they know that it was the same Holy Spirit?
2. The Sign of the Holy Spirit – 10:46
“For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.”
Question: What kind of tongues appeared in Acts 2 -- Languages of that day or Ecstatic utterances?
“And how is it that we hear, each in our own ﻿﻿language [διαλέκτῳ] in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and ﻿﻿Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, ﻿Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and ﻿﻿Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues [γλώσσαις] the wonderful works of God.” 

They were languages of the day in Acts 2.

Another Question: What kind of tongues were in Acts 10? -- The same as in Acts 2. Otherwise, Peter and the Jews with him would not have believed that it was the same phenomenon. 
Peter said that, “they have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”
3. The Result of the Holy Spirit – 10:47 [ they could now be baptized with water.]
“Then Peter answered, “Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit ﻿﻿just as we have?” 

Peter did not order them to be circumcised as much as he might have wanted to.
Circumcision would have identified them with a dead religion.
Baptism identified them with Christ and His church and proclaimed them as members of the mystical body of Christ.
Circumcision would identify them with the old covenant.
Baptism identified them with the New Covenant.
C. The Outright Stand – 10:48 

“And he commanded them to be baptized ﻿﻿in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. So they were baptized in the name of the Lord.”
Peter knew that the command of the great commission was:
“Make Disciples” – not just get them saved and put a notch on your spiritual gun.
“…teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you.” (Matt 28:20)
So he stayed a while with them to ground them in the Word of God.
